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In recent years, accountability has become one of the key issues in all organizations, and
the higher education system is no exception. Universities, given their broad missions, play a
pivotal role in many fundamental societal issues. This responsibility is primarily realized
through the curriculum, a platform that is referred to in the academic literature as the
“responsible curriculum.” The responsible curriculum seeks to integrate the diverse
perspectives of stakeholders—including students, industry, and society—into the
governance structures, research, and educational priorities of universities, thereby providing
timely, effective, and contextually relevant responses to the growing needs of society. The
present study was conducted with the aim of providing an analytical and abstract framework
of the processes shaping the responsible curriculum in higher education, using a qualitative
approach and grounded theory methodology. The research population consisted of 28 higher
education experts with sufficient knowledge and insight into the theoretical foundations of
the subject. Data were collected through interviews and analyzed in three stages: open,
axial, and selective coding. The outcome of these analyses was the development of a
coherent conceptual model of the responsible curriculum. In total, 449 codes and 43
subcategories were identified and classified into six dimensions of the paradigm model:
core phenomenon (4 categories), causal conditions (8 categories), contextual conditions (9
categories), intervening conditions (9 categories), strategies (8 categories), and
consequences (5 categories). The findings revealed that the realization of a responsible
curriculum requires establishing strong linkages among universities, society, and industry.
Therefore, it is recommended that higher education policymakers emphasize transparency,
accountability, and innovation within the curriculum to enhance the quality and
effectiveness of universities. Moreover, attention to the real needs of students and other

stakeholders can pave the way for sustainable development and educational equity.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
In the contemporary world, universities play a pivotal role in social change processes. Over the past two
decades, higher education has not only been a primary target for government reforms but is also
recognized as an instrument for sustainable development. In light of rapid and complex social
transformations, the issue of university accountability and responsibility has gained increasing
importance. Consequently, the mission of universities has expanded beyond transferring individual skills

to nurturing responsible and committed citizens.

Global society currently faces multidimensional challenges, including social issues like employability,
ethics, and environmental crises; economic problems such as recession and financial instability; and
individual concerns including health, spirituality, and motivation. Scholars argue that redefining the role
of higher education is the pathway to overcoming these crises. Within this framework, the function of
universities is no longer limited to education and knowledge production; their social, economic,
environmental, and cultural impacts are also now critically important. This evolution is evident in the
emergence of entrepreneurial, civic, service-oriented, and green universities, which prioritize goals such
as individual and social development, justice, commitment, accountability, and sustainability. The United
Nations' 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda formally recognizes the central role of higher education

in achieving sustainable development.

Accordingly, the "third mission™ of universities—social responsibility and active community
engagement—has gained significant prominence. This responsibility manifests in actions such as
designing new curricula aligned with societal needs. Responsibility in higher education is a strategic
choice and an ethical commitment, compelling universities to restructure in response to environmental
imperatives and institutional pressures. Furthermore, the concept of the responsible university can be seen
as a reaction to declining public trust, a phenomenon stemming from these institutions' growing
detachment from society. Despite the widespread use of the term "responsibility” in higher education
literature, a consensus on its precise definition remains elusive. However, the prevailing belief is that
higher education can play a key role in mitigating social challenges, requiring a fundamental rethinking of
the university's mission. This transformation must be organized within an appropriate framework centered

on the curriculum, positioning a responsible higher education as a contemporary social necessity.
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Methodology
This research employed a qualitative design utilizing the Grounded Theory approach. This method is
particularly suitable for discovering theory from data, especially in areas lacking a coherent theoretical
framework. The study population consisted of 28 higher education experts selected based on criteria of
specialization, experience, and familiarity with the research topic. Sampling was purposive, following the

principle of "maximum variation" to incorporate diverse perspectives into the analysis.

Data were collected through semi-structured interviews. An interview guide was developed, covering
key areas such as: 1) experts' perceptions of the "responsible curriculum™ concept, 2) factors influencing
its formation, 3) existing obstacles and challenges, and 4) potential consequences of its implementation in
higher education. Interviews continued until theoretical saturation was reached; after 25 interviews, new
data no longer added fresh content, though three additional interviews were conducted to ensure

comprehensiveness.

Data analysis followed a three-stage coding process (open, axial, and selective):

Open Coding: Meaningful units were extracted and categorized into initial codes.

Axial Coding: Codes were organized into sub-categories and then main categories.

Selective Coding: The main categories were linked together, culminating in the development of the

conceptual model for a responsible curriculum in higher education.

To enhance the validity and reliability of the findings, several strategies were employed,
including member checking (reviewing interviews with participants), peer debriefing
(consulting with other experts), and constant comparison of data throughout the analysis stages.
These measures ensured greater confidence in the reliability and validity of the extracted

model.
Findings

The analysis resulted in a coherent conceptual model comprising 449 initial codes and 43 sub-

categories, systematically organized into the six dimensions of the paradigm model:

Core Phenomenon (4 categories): The central issue identified was the "Responsible Curriculum Model

in Higher Education,” encompassing four main dimensions:
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Human Dimension: Focusing on personal growth, professional ethics, self-awareness, and character
building.
Socio-Cultural Dimension: Aiming to cultivate responsible citizens aware of local, national, and

global cultures.

Economic Dimension: Emphasizing the enhancement of employability and entrepreneurship, given

employment crises.

Scientific and Research Dimension: Requiring active participation in the production of indigenous,

applied, and problem-oriented knowledge.

Causal Conditions (8 categories): These are the factors directly influencing the formation of the core
phenomenon. Key causal conditions included mission-oriented approaches, service-learning, accurate
needs assessment, the pivotal role of faculty members, a focus on quality, governance based on

competencies, the internationalization of higher education, and accountability/transparency.

Contextual Conditions (9 categories): This dimension represents the specific situational factors that
form the framework for strategies and actions. It encompasses macro-level policymaking, financial
resources (micro and macro), governance structures, commitment to ethical and social principles,
transparency and accountability, engagement with stakeholders, attention to the labor market, a culture

of participation and collaboration, and university management styles.

Intervening Conditions (9 categories): These are the broad, general conditions that indirectly influence
the process. They can act as either facilitators or barriers. Identified intervening factors included
political interference, quantitative expansion of universities, social/union demands, overemphasis on
skill-centric approaches, the need for spatial planning of higher education, rebuilding the university's
societal status, accreditation and evaluation mechanisms, bureaucratic hurdles, and systematic problem

identification.

Strategies (8 categories): These are the actions and interactions taken to manage and advance the core
phenomenon. Key strategies involved removing legal obstacles, decentralizing authority,
strengthening ties with industry and the target market, establishing supportive organizations,
redesigning faculty professional development programs, changing student admission methods,

increasing attention to the non-governmental sector, and documenting successful experiences.

Consequences (5 categories): These are the tangible and intangible outcomes of implementing the

responsible curriculum model. The identified consequences were structured across five levels: the
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curriculum level, the higher education/university level, the classroom level, the individual level

(students and faculty), and the broader societal level.

Discussion and Conclusion

The findings demonstrate that realizing a responsible curriculum necessitates creating robust linkages
among universities, society, and industry. The developed model presents a comprehensive framework for

transforming higher education curricula to be more responsive, accountable, and future-oriented.

The practical implications of this study are multifaceted. For policymakers, it is recommended to
develop cohesive upstream documents that strengthen university accountability and align with sustainable
development goals, emphasizing transparency and innovation within the curriculum. For curriculum
planning, the focus should be on designing flexible programs based on real-world needs assessments,
labor market demands, and technological advancements. At the executive level, strategies must include
empowering faculty, expanding university connections with industry and civil society, and reducing
bureaucratic inertia within the educational system. Finally, for evaluation, it is crucial to establish
continuous monitoring and assessment systems that utilize stakeholder feedback to ensure quality and

enable periodic curriculum refinement.

In conclusion, a responsible curriculum is not merely an educational initiative but a catalyst
for comprehensive transformation within and beyond the university. By strengthening positive
motivational drivers, fostering intrinsic commitment, and systematically addressing the
identified dimensions and components, universities can significantly enhance their relevance,
quality, and social impact. This approach paves the way for sustainable development and
educational equity, ultimately charting a future path for higher education that is both

academically rigorous and socially accountable.
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