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The purpose of the current research is to look into the Curriculum Evolution in
Higher Education of Afghanistan.The study used a qualitative research method with
a historical lens.In order to collect information,sources, and documents were first
searched,and related written sources were used based on content and theoretical
sampling method. Then, by cooperation with participants of the research that they
had experience and expertise,Using a targeted approach and based on the pattern of
qualitative interviews and theoretical saturation criteria, interviews were conducted
with14 people.Consequently,The evolution of curriculum planning in the five
aspects including process,system, field of study,profession,and knowledge; and the
four periods of pragmatism,isolation and monopoly,stagnation and transformation,
identified with an analytical perspective.The findings showed that the curriculum of
higher education in Afghanistan had different orientations during the years 1932-
2021.During the period of pragmatism, the curriculum planning system was fairly
independent and was designed based on national interests.During the period of
isolation and monopoly,the curriculum was influenced by the ideology of
communism.During the period of stagnation,curriculum planning was not
systematic and was sometimes influenced by Islamic ideology.In the period of
transformation, the university stakeholders participated in curriculum planning and
it was designed by asking the opinions of university professors.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction

Curricula are fundamental elements of any education system, crucial for its improvement
and societal transformation. Despite its relatively short history as a formal discipline,
curriculum planning is intrinsically linked to the vitality and continuity of universities. While
curriculum studies flourished in the West during the 20th century, this field has been critically
neglected in Afghanistan. Existing historical research on Afghan higher education has focused
on broader institutional developments, leaving a significant gap in understanding the specific
evolution, driving forces, and characteristics of curriculum planning. This study addresses this
gap by providing a systematic historical analysis of curriculum evolution in Afghan higher
education from its inception to the present day, identifying distinct periods and their underlying
orientations.

Research Methodology

This research employed a qualitative historical design. Data were collected from two primary sources:

Documentary Analysis: A wide range of first and second-hand sources were examined, including
official documents, decrees, meeting minutes, committee reports, policy guidelines, implemented curricula
from the Ministry of Higher Education, and historical books. Theoretical sampling based on content
relevance was used to select these documents. Both external (authenticity) and internal (accuracy and
integrity) criticism of sources were applied to ensure validity.

In-depth Interviews: Using a purposive sampling approach, semi-structured interviews were conducted
with 14 key informants until theoretical saturation was reached. Participants included the Deputy Minister
of Higher Education, university professors, deans, and vice-chancellors with extensive experience and
expertise in Afghan higher education and curriculum. Each interview lasted 35-50 minutes.

The collected data were analyzed using qualitative content analysis. Trustworthiness was ensured
through data triangulation (across documents and interviewees), member checking, and a rigorous,
documented research process.

Key Findings

The analysis revealed that curriculum planning in Afghan higher education has evolved

through four distinct historical periods, each characterized by specific events, orientations, and
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features analyzed across five dimensions of curriculum: as a Process, a System, a Field of
Study, a Profession, and a Body of Knowledge.

The Pragmatism Period (1932-1978): This era began with the founding of the first higher
education institution, the Faculty of Medicine, in 1932, and the formal establishment of Kabul
University in 1946. The curriculum system was relatively independent and oriented towards
training specialized human resources to meet national needs. Influenced by foreign
partnerships (initially with Turkey, then France, Germany, the UK, and the USA), curricula
were developed internally by academic departments. Academic freedom in curriculum
planning was a notable feature. The system was centralized but operated within universities.

The Isolation and Monopoly Period (1978-1992): Following the Soviet invasion, higher
education became isolated from the West and monopolized by the Soviet Union and its
satellites. The curriculum was heavily influenced by communist ideology. Centralized planning
was imposed from outside the universities, with mandatory courses like "Scientific Socialism"
and the Russian language introduced. The process was characterized by a lack of academic
freedom, political interference, and a disconnect from societal needs. The curriculum was not
treated as a distinct field of study or profession.

The Stagnation Period (1992-2001): This decade, marked by civil war and the first
Taliban regime, was a period of profound decline for higher education. Curriculum planning
was non-systematic and ad-hoc. In government-controlled areas, there was a push for the
"Islamization" of curricula, with religious subjects added, though science curricula remained
largely unchanged. The system suffered from a severe lack of resources, specialists, and
coherent national policy, leading to a dramatic drop in quality and access.

The Transformation Period (2001-2021): After the fall of the Taliban, higher education
experienced explosive growth. Curriculum development became more structured, aiming to
align with societal and labor market needs and international standards. A National Curriculum
Commission was established, facilitating greater participation from academics across public
and private universities in the review and design process. Orientations shifted towards access,
guality, relevance, and standardization ("One Curriculum, One Nation"). Despite this progress,
the system remained largely centralized, and curriculum studies failed to emerge as an

independent academic discipline.
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A fifth period, the "Period of the Islamization of Universities based on Islamic Teachings
(2021-present)," was identified as being on the horizon but not yet fully theorized due to its
recent inception.

Discussion and Conclusion

The study concludes that the evolution of curriculum planning in Afghan higher education
has been predominantly shaped by the ideologies of successive political regimes rather than by
scientific curriculum theory or the nation's socio-economic and cultural needs. A consistent
theme across all periods has been a highly centralized model of curriculum development.
While the post-2001 transformation period introduced greater participation, the system
remained top-down. Key impediments to effective curriculum development have included non-
specialist revisions, a lack of responsiveness to challenges, political interventions, a shortage of
specialized faculty in curriculum studies, and the uncritical adoption of foreign models without
adequate contextualization. Consequently, curricula have historically had limited effectiveness
in transforming Afghan society. The study recommends the purposeful training of curriculum
specialists, the establishment of curriculum studies as a formal discipline, granting universities
greater autonomy in curriculum planning, insulating the process from political interference,

and creating a national "Association for Curriculum Studies."
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