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Extended Abstract

Introduction
Higher education serves as one of the most critical platforms for knowledge dissemination and plays a
pivotal role in national development across political, social, economic, and cultural dimensions.
Educational systems worldwide are inherently complex, and the effectiveness of a country's higher
education system directly influences its capacity for sustainable development. The curriculum, as the core
component of any educational system, requires continuous evaluation and refinement to meet evolving
societal needs. In recent years, there has been growing recognition that traditional approaches to curriculum
design have predominantly focused on cognitive and knowledge-based outcomes, often neglecting other

essential dimensions of human development, particularly the aesthetic domain.

Aesthetics, derived from the Greek words "aisthanesthai" (to perceive) and "aisthesis" (sensation),
represents a branch of philosophy that examines the nature of beauty and art. In educational contexts,
aesthetic education encompasses the cultivation of sensory perception, emotional intelligence, creativity,
and the ability to appreciate beauty in various forms. Contemporary research has demonstrated that aesthetic
education enhances students' creative thinking, fosters emotional development, improves personality traits,
and cultivates ethical sensibilities. Despite its recognized importance, aesthetic components remain

significantly underrepresented in higher education curricula, particularly in Iranian universities.

The integration of aesthetic components into curriculum design can serve as a catalyst for developing
learners' abilities and enabling them to appreciate the arts in both their internal and external lives, fostering
a sense of proportion, harmony, and beauty that is fundamental to personality development. However, a
comprehensive review of the literature reveals a notable gap: no independent research has systematically
examined the current and desired status of higher education curricula based on aesthetic components. This
research was therefore designed to address this gap by investigating the perspectives of faculty members at
Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman regarding the extent to which aesthetic components are incorporated

into curriculum elements and to identify desirable improvements.

Methodology
This applied research employed a descriptive-survey design to collect and analyze data. The statistical
population comprised all 600 faculty members at Shahid Bahonar University of Kerman. Using quota

sampling based on Morgan's table, 236 faculty members were selected as the study sample. The quota
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sampling method ensured representation across different academic strata, including gender, academic rank,

educational group, and years of teaching experience.

The research instrument was a researcher-developed two-sided questionnaire comprising 31 items
distributed across four curriculum elements: objectives (7 items), content (7 items), teaching-learning
activities (9 items), and evaluation methods (8 items). The questionnaire was developed through a
comprehensive meta-synthesis process, wherein 38 relevant studies (5 international and 33 domestic) were
systematically analyzed. Through this process, 349 subcategories were initially identified, which were
subsequently consolidated into 30 main categories based on thematic similarity and frequency analysis.
These categories informed the final questionnaire structure, with responses measured on a five-point Likert

scale ranging from "very low" to "very high."”

The questionnaire's face and content validity were established through expert review by five faculty
members from educational sciences, psychology, and social sciences. The overall validity coefficient was
calculated as 0.91, indicating strong content validity. Reliability was assessed using Cronbach's alpha
coefficient, which vyielded values above 0.70 for all components, confirming acceptable internal

consistency.

Data analysis was conducted using SPSS version 26 at both descriptive and inferential levels.
Descriptive statistics included frequency distributions, means, standard deviations, skewness, and kurtosis.
Inferential analyses employed one-sample t-tests to compare current and desired states against a baseline
mean of 3.00, Wilcoxon signed-rank tests to compare paired samples, and Friedman tests to rank
subcomponents by importance. Normality assumptions were confirmed for all variables, as skewness and

kurtosis values fell within the acceptable range of +2.
Findings

The demographic analysis revealed that the sample consisted of 153 male (64.8%) and 77 female
(32.6%) faculty members, with 6 participants not specifying gender. In terms of academic rank, 97
participants (41.1%) were assistant professors, 77 (32.6%) were associate professors, 38 (16.1%) were
instructors, and 19 (8.1%) were full professors. The majority of participants (50.8%) had 11-20 years of

teaching experience, and the largest group affiliation was humanities (50.0%).
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Regarding the objective element, the current status mean score (M=3.09) was not significantly
different from the baseline (p>0.05), suggesting that aesthetic components in educational objectives are
currently below desirable levels. Conversely, the desired status mean (M=4.22) was significantly higher
than the baseline (p<0.001), indicating strong faculty consensus on the importance of aesthetic
components in curriculum objectives. Friedman test results further revealed that "aligning objectives
with learners' needs and interests” (mean rank=5.06) ranked first among existing objectives, while
"fostering creativity and divergent thinking" (mean rank=5.51) ranked first in the desired state.

For the content element, the current status mean (M=3.19) significantly exceeded the baseline
(p<0.001), suggesting that some aesthetic components are already present in content design. However,
the desired status mean (M=4.27) was substantially higher (p<0.001), highlighting significant room for
improvement. Subcomponent analysis revealed that "using diverse and varied content" ranked first in
the current status (mean rank=6.88), while "content balance across different learning domains" was

prioritized in the desired state (mean rank=6.41).

Regarding teaching-learning activities, both the current (M=3.17) and desired (M=4.29) status means
significantly exceeded the baseline (p<0.001 and p<0.001, respectively). "Using tangible themes for
greater impact on learners" ranked first in the current status (mean rank=6.94), while "strengthening

divergent thinking and creativity" ranked first in the desired state (mean rank=6.36).

For evaluation methods, the current status mean (M=3.25) significantly exceeded the baseline
(p<0.001), and the desired status mean (M=4.36) was also significantly higher (p<0.001). "Attention to
the learning process alongside final assessment results” ranked first in both current (mean rank=5.28)

and desired (mean rank=5.01) states.

Wilcoxon signed-rank tests confirmed significant differences between current and desired states
across all four curriculum elements (p<0.001 for all), indicating substantial gaps between existing

practices and faculty expectations.
Discussion and Conclusion

This study conclusively demonstrates that, from the perspective of faculty members at Shahid
Bahonar University, a significant disparity exists between the current and desired integration of aesthetic
components across all four curriculum elements: objectives, content, teaching-learning activities, and

evaluation methods. The findings underscore that while some aesthetic components are present in the
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current curriculum, they remain insufficient and superficial, failing to meet the recognized needs of

faculty members who view aesthetics as essential to holistic education.

The importance of aesthetic education extends beyond artistic appreciation; it encompasses the
cultivation of creativity, critical thinking, emotional intelligence, and the ability to perceive meaning
beyond surface-level realities. As such, aesthetic components should be considered integral to
curriculum development rather than optional additions. The research highlights that the most critical
areas requiring attention include aligning objectives with learner needs, fostering creativity and
divergent thinking, ensuring content diversity and balance, implementing experiential and project-based
learning activities, and adopting comprehensive evaluation approaches that consider both process and

outcomes.

Based on these findings, several recommendations emerge for policymakers, curriculum planners,
and educators. First, curriculum objectives should explicitly incorporate the cultivation of imagination,
creativity, critical thinking, and aesthetic sensibility alongside cognitive outcomes. Second, content
should be diverse, multimedia-enhanced, balanced across learning domains, and connected to learners'
lived experiences and emotional engagement. Third, teaching-learning activities should emphasize
tangible, experiential approaches that accommodate individual differences, foster creativity, and draw
on artistic capacities. Fourth, evaluation methods should adopt flexible, qualitative approaches that

assess both processes and outcomes, incorporate self-assessment, and provide meaningful feedback.

This research contributes significantly to the existing literature by providing empirical evidence from
the Iranian higher education context and offering a comprehensive framework for integrating aesthetic
components into curriculum development. The findings have implications for curriculum reform efforts
and highlight the need for a paradigm shift in how higher education institutions conceptualize
educational quality and learner development. Future research should explore the implementation
challenges and impact of aesthetic-integrated curricula across diverse institutional contexts and learner

populations.
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