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Atrticle Info Abstract

The present study aimed to explore the concept of borderland discourse
in the cognition of student teacher identity and the strategies for its
implementation in learning activities, including the practicum course. This
research, relying on existing theoretical sources and textual synthesis and
data coding, identifies, categorizes, specifies, and harmonizes the
components obtained from borderland discourse and, using a heuristic
inquiry method, points to the expansion and development of the important
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and neglected ideas of this discourse in order to clarify the implications and
principles governing this theory in the teaching and implementation of the
practicum course. The key components obtained from textual synthesis
include attention to the discursive gap between personal and professional
identity, acquiring a coherent sense of self by engaging among multiple
selves, overcoming the enclosure of inhibiting beliefs, and attention to
balance between realities and mentalities for the student teacher. The
proposed methods for implementing borderland discourse in the practicum
curriculum include dialogue and self-dialogue theory in the form of
narrative writing in multiple situations.
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Extended Abstract

Introduction
In the rush to reform education, we have forgotten a simple truth: that if we continue to ignore the
conditions of the teacher and their identity, our educational reforms will not be achieved by renewing
credits, rebuilding schools, rewriting curricula, and revising textbooks (Palmer, 1998, p. 3; Alsup, 2006,
p. 20). Current teacher education curricula traditionally place the greatest emphasis on the knowledge,
skills, and attitudes that student teachers need in their work (Darling-Hammond & Hammerness, 2005;
Grossman, Hammerness, & McDonald, 2009), which are often recorded in professional standards and
performance indicators (Mayer, Reid, Santoro, & Singh, 2011). Increasingly, the argument is made that
becoming a teacher is not only about overcoming "technical problems that can be solved with sufficient
training and practice (Grudnoff, 2011), but many experts have emphasized that teacher learning requires
identity development that is specifically aimed at creating a coherent identity composed of personal and
professional identity, from the student teaching period and in the university environment (Akkerman &
Meijer, 2011; Alsup, 2006; Beauchamp & Thomas, 2009; Beijaard, Meijer, & Verloop, 2004; Rodgers &
Scott, 2008). Understanding this coherent identity, student teachers are required to learn the material
taught to them. However, "the personal dimension that exists in many aspects of a teacher's daily work is
ignored." Coldron and Smith (1999) say: teachers are involved not only with content knowledge but with
their own being: how they see themselves and how they relate to students and others in this profession.
Achieving this awareness is possible with the help of cultivating "self-descriptions" (Wentzel, 2002, p.
35), which is one way of conceptualizing professional identity, in higher education curricula. This
conceptualization of professional identity is a meaningful dimension for student teachers because it
determines the basis and foundation of their educational practice (Harris, 2021). Therefore, when a
student teacher can gain a correct understanding of themselves and their profession or balance between
different subjects, they examine themselves through different discourses, reflect on them, and then
express them; that is, how this multiplicity of looking and resolving ambiguities can be acceptable,
comfortable, and even necessary for their identity. It is in these discursive spaces that student teachers
discover how to move from being a student to being a teacher. They discover how to respect personal
beliefs and feelings while also embodying the teacher identity. With these descriptions, what should be
more considered in teacher identity is their personal identity and self-definition. Beauchamp and Thomas

(2009) found that the problems related to teacher professional development include defining the concept
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of personal identity, its place in professional identity, and issues related to authority, emotions, narrative
and discourse, and the role of reflection in identity (p. 175). Also, the problems that researchers face are
with the undefined nature of the teacher's personal identity.

Therefore, Ms. Alsup in 2006 became aware of this issue and created an innovative concept called
borderland discourse, introducing it as a type of identity discourse that new teachers use to integrate their
personal and professional identity in ways that allow them to both respect their personal ideologies and
understand the identity change from being a student to becoming a teacher, and effectively begin their
profession with the help of real self-knowledge and reflection. In the meantime, borderland discourse
clarifies the boundary between mentalities, realities, tensions, and challenges related to teacher identity
with the help of recognizing personal identity and professional identity. But it is important to note that the
first step for student teachers to interact with their profession and provide the context for raising questions
is to determine goals in their professional situation in various courses, including determining goals in the
practicum course. Therefore, practicum courses are designed for students to develop skills related to their
profession through the interaction of professional identity and personal identity along with reflection
(Adams & Fitch, 1983; Erikson, 1968; Kroger, 2007). As the results of Den Boer et al. (2021) showed,
the practicum affects the processes of recognizing the personal and professional identity of students. But
sometimes the conflict between personal identity originating from our beliefs and professional identity,

such as the implementation of learned theories, especially in the practicum course, manifests itself.

With these descriptions, since in recognizing borderland discourse our goal is more interaction of
personal identity and interweaving with professional identity and recognizing existing conflicts, the
researcher intended to extract the implications and principles governing this theory in the teaching and
implementation of the practicum course, because recognizing conflict is an important issue for student
teachers, and the best time to recognize and understand this issue is in the interaction and conflict of
personal and professional identity during the practicum period, where the first tensions between beliefs
and lived conditions occur in the workplace. And since this important issue has not been addressed so far,
the authors try to pay attention to and make this discourse practical. Also, to recognize its components
and diversity in implementation, it led us to be able to point to a categorized and clear approach in
implementation methods for applying this discourse in the practicum course. Since the components of
borderland discourse have not been specifically introduced so far and have been used more in the field of

recognizing the challenges of new teachers in its specific format, relying on the method of question and
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answer and narrative, and Ms. Alsup in her two books (2006-2019) has only introduced and applied this
discourse in the form of narrative, an attempt was made to consider the following questions in order to
achieve the implications of this theory and its application: 1. How is the concept of borderland discourse
meaningfully constructed in the cognition of student teacher identity and what are its key components? 2.
What are the strategies for its implementation in the learning activities of student teachers in the
practicum course and what are the extracted principles and implications in the education of student

teachers?

Methodology
This study provides a new understanding of the cognition of the concept of borderland discourse and its
components, in which the concept of borderland discourse and what constitutes the context for
recognizing this discourse are examined. Our reviews are limited to specific phrases searched in scientific
databases from 2002 to 2006, because borderland discourse was introduced in the field of teacher
education in 2006. Therefore, the reviews were conducted using the scoping method, the purpose of
which is to summarize research in a specific field or related to a specific research topic and to review and
reinterpret research. Journals, from 1999 to 2019, identified the scoping method as the second common
type of research synthesis (Maggio et al., 2020). The purpose of research synthesis is scientific
participation in the current state of knowledge, filling the gap between our research and a complete
understanding of the phenomenon under study (Christina, 2018). Therefore, we need to examine different
dimensions of borderland discourse to be able to fully understand borderland discourse with teacher
identity. Also, researchers use this method to map the depth and breadth of emerging fields in education,
which allows them to encompass different forms of thematic literature, and the scoping review team must
use a systematic and precise approach to produce a synthesis of common concepts identified in different
existing literature (Mc & Thomas, 2022). In this research, our goal is to understand the components of
borderland discourse and its relationship with teacher identity. A proposed model for examining the
scoping method includes five stages: (1) identifying the research question, (2) identifying relevant studies,
(3) selecting the study, (4) reviewing the data, and (5) collecting, summarizing, and reporting the results
(Christina Stahl et al., 2019). With this method, the researcher intends to analyze books and studies
limited to borderland discourse and teacher identity, to find its key components, and with the help of the

research team, review and reach a more complete conclusion.
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Stages of the scoping method: Stage one: identifying the research question: In the first question, it is
decided to specify the key components of borderland discourse and its relationship with teacher identity.
Therefore, we need an analytical and interpretive review of the concepts of borderland discourse to
achieve the key components. Also, the relationship of the key components with teacher identity must be
determined. In the second stage, according to the implementation of borderland discourse, we try to
review research articles and books related to this concept, how we can implement borderland discourse.
Stage two: identifying relevant studies: A combination of database searches was conducted. The selection
of information bases was based on comprehensiveness and completeness, in which the selected bases
cover several other databases. Searches in the information base and social network, which itself includes

articles from multiple journals, are suitable options for searching.

Stage three: studying the selected study and drawing data: The search results for the relationship of
concepts were determined in the first stage, that is, searching for related titles and abstracts and
performing keyword searches in the search results to determine in what contexts the search terms were
used. This process facilitates the management of the search context, resulting in a large number of
references. Reference lists in relevant articles were used to find more related studies. The final selection
included 2 main books by Ms. Alsup and 5 articles out of 18 articles in the field of borderland discourse,
on which textual and interpretive analysis was performed. To prefer the selected articles, the PRISMA-S
guideline (2021) was followed so that an overview of the initial research process for the group members
is determined. In step 9 of this guideline, the selection limitations must be stated. Therefore, in the

following diagram, the reasons for removing articles from the analysis are specified.

Stage four: coding and data analysis: The selected articles were coded using open, axial, and selective
coding. Stage five: collecting, summarizing, and reporting the results: After the review, the first draft of
the results was written by the first author using open, axial, and selective coding and discussed in a focus
group, where the structure of the report was based on different concepts identified according to the
definitions and specification of concepts and components. The purpose of this work was to carefully
examine the results of the initial review and re-analyze the material. In fact, our goal was to use a group
of experts to discuss the results of the review and to critique or analyze the components of borderland

discourse.
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Before analyzing the material, the researcher asked one of the members of the selected group, who had
more mastery of the key components, to code the concepts without knowing the researcher's coding.
Then, with the help of SPSS software, the presented concepts were compared with the expert, and the

kappa coefficient was determined to be 0.89.
Findings

In response to the first question, the introduction of borderland discourse is presented, and then its key

components obtained through content analysis and research synthesis are introduced.

Introducing Borderland Discourse: Borderland discourse is a term borrowed and modified from Gee
(1999). He states that borderland discourse occurs when you find the boundary between two or more
discourses in a meta-reflective way, and in this new space, you replace this discursive position with
separate discourses of subjects so that you can understand and create change in the specific desired area.
Alsup (2019) considers borderland discourse as a discourse in which different personal and professional
subjects are placed in connection with each other at the point of integration (p. 205). In fact, borderland
discourse, as a transformative type of teacher professional identity discourse, reflects a holistic

representation of teacher identity that includes intellectual, physical, and emotional aspects.

In fact, borderland discourse is a kind of integration and even looking beyond the personal and
professional identity of student teachers so that they can intertwine their personal mentality and ideologies
with a teacher self. Borderland discourse facilitates bringing this integration explicitly because reflection
is its foundation and causes a correct understanding of teacher identity. Beauchamp (2015) states that to
better understand teacher identity, student teachers need to think about beliefs, thoughts, and feelings to
recognize the vital aspects of their professional growth to give meaning to their identity formation.
Therefore, in discursive boundaries, student teachers can enrich their identity by recognizing their
emotions and considering personal priorities and learn how to transition from being a student to being a

teacher.

Key Components of Borderland Discourse: The key components obtained from textual synthesis include:
1. Attention to the discursive gap between personal and professional identity; 2. Acquiring a coherent
sense of self by engaging among multiple selves; 3. Overcoming the enclosure of inhibiting beliefs; 4.

Attention to balance between realities and mentalities for the student teacher.
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First Component: ldentifying the Discursive Gap between Personal and Professional Identity: When
teachers reflect on their learning and relationship with the profession and personal life, they create
borderline areas between discourses that cause cognitive dissonance and often lead to increased
metacognitive awareness and identity growth. Identifying the gap between the two identities, which
occurs with the help of borderland discourse between multiple discourses, is introduced as a
transformative type of teacher professional identity discourse that causes a holistic representation of

teacher professional identity that includes intellectual, physical, and emotional aspects (Alsup, 2019).

Second Component: Coherent Sense of Self by Engaging among Multiple Selves: As a student teacher
who learns how to engage in reflective self, the role of borderland discourse is a rich source that can be
started at the beginning of teaching, because it allows the student teacher to play different roles
(Shayman, 2020). In other words, there are different types of discourse that engage student teachers
during their studies: for example, the discourse of higher education and its relationship with the student,
the discourse of their experiences in school (for example, their own narrative memories), their personal
discourse, private life, the discourse of interaction with classmates, everyday discourse, and other
discourses (Alsup, 2006). It is in these discursive border areas that student teachers discover how, by
integrating or balancing multiple discourses, to seek self-discovery to transform from their student
identity to a teacher. Borderland discourse emphasizes how to value personal beliefs, life choices, and
experiences that have value and meaning, and alongside these, it also refers to the elements of
professional identity needed by society. This discovery and coherent sense of multiple selves with the

help of reflection and thinking causes the enrichment of teacher identity.

Third Component: Overcoming the Enclosure of Inhibiting Beliefs that Prevent Change: Noonan (2018)
uses the term "inhibiting beliefs" to describe the fixed principles of teachers about teaching and their
learning. He states that he extracted this term from entrepreneurship literature (Krueger, 2007), where it
shows deep beliefs that prevent change and are beliefs and epistemology (Lochman, Holms, &
Wojtarowski, 2008). Teachers, considering their impact on the teacher's self-cognition, are worth further
investigation because the shape, nature, growth, and tendency to change can be questioned with regard to

these constructs (Ferguson & Lunn, 2021).

Fourth Component: Attention to Balance between Realities and Mentalities: What a teacher needs to keep
freshness in their profession is understanding emotions and valuing their mentality about their identity
and its relationship with their profession. Shirvasenova (2020) refers to the classic book "The Wall"

written in the early twentieth century to express this balance and even going beyond the conditions
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considered for the teacher. This book is a fictional story of a teacher who rejects the traditional approach
to teaching and conducts his unusual experiments to discover new approaches to learning. In this regard,
Brinkthaupt and Lipka (1999) wrote that it is necessary for teacher educators to help students and new

teachers create balance in developing personal identity with their professional development.

Strategies for Implementing Borderland Discourse in the Practicum Course: In response to the second
question, the implementation method of borderland discourse and the implications extracted from it are
discussed. The figure below shows the duality of a new teacher or student teacher personality who tries to
use borderland discourse with the help of reflection in questions and answers that they reach through self-
inquiry or are asked by researchers or professors in this field. On one side, they see their personality in the
work environment (professional identity), including tensions, multiple situations, crises, classroom
management, progress, future orientations, theoretical knowledge, interaction with students, colleagues,
parents, etc., and on the other side, their personal identity and their characteristics, temperament,
ownership and agency in identity construction, abilities, beliefs, and their mentality about the future, etc.,

which with chain questions in borderland discourse leads to analytical results of borderland discourse.

Implementation Methods: 1. Dialogue: Student teachers who enter the field of practice, from the
perspective of personal identity and combining with the teaching profession, should reflect and dialogue
about at least three teacher identities: the original self (personal identity) they bring to the teaching
profession, the self they develop while working at the university, and the self they develop during the
practicum and teaching experience. Since university and school experiences are generally weak for novice
teachers, dialogue about the different identities of teachers during the student period often remains
unknown (Cross & Ndifrepi, 2013). 2. Self-dialogue theory in the form of narrative writing: From the
perspective of researchers, the practicum period is a stage in which pre-service teachers are required to
implement and practice theories in schools under the supervision of more experienced teachers and
mentors (Abu Ajaj & Abu Saad, 2020). During learning content knowledge and specialized knowledge,
they need to cultivate their personal identity, which by dialogue with experienced teachers, professors,
classmates, and challenging the initial identity, tries to distance themselves from initial naivety to provide
the opportunity to be present in the live teaching situation and gain experience and be able to test their

dynamic identity in the experiences gained.

In this process, educators and professors and their views and the activities considered for students play a
central role in better understanding the student teacher. Therefore, it is necessary to be able to identify

what is highlighted through reflection from the personal and professional self of student teachers by the
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theory of borderland discourse and use it in the form of learning activities. An activity that has the
challenge and creation of conflicts of the student teacher in the practicum environment.

Conflict can be a catalyst for self-study (Nanis, 2007). Catalyst means that conflicts can be an experience
to achieve better achievements, and perhaps the moments when the new teacher or student teacher is
involved in borderland discourse also express negative aspects, for example, people leave their jobs, but
they may also have positive aspects, such as a new motivation to change their identity.

Practical Implications for Curriculum Planners: The practical implications of borderland discourse
include: - Student teachers from the beginning of choosing and entering this profession, with the help of
challenging questions of borderland discourse, try to recognize their beliefs, interests, characteristics, and
convictions. - With the help of borderland discourse, identify the types of discourses related to personal
identity and help develop their teacher identity by harmonizing them and recognizing challenges from the
perspective of this discourse. - In the form of teaching-learning activities of various courses, including
practicum and report writing, the student teacher tries to thoughtfully establish compatibility and
interaction between their identity, depending on the mental or reality perspective in their profession, and
if for some reason this does not happen, seek a critical review of it. - With the help of self-knowledge, pay
attention to the gap between mentality and reality and what currently exists in a meta-reflective way and
critically deal with the prominent characteristics of themselves that they have encountered. - The
important treasure of recognizing conflicts in personal and professional identity can identify many

problems of student teachers and new teachers and be used as a guide for future teachers.
Discussion and Conclusion

The teacher is recognized as the main agent in the educational system, therefore they need to recognize
their identity and its interaction with professional identity, and since the best time to recognize the level of
capability and reliance on their identity is during the practicum period, this course can be considered a
factor in promoting teacher identity because the practicum is a bridge between theory and practice, and
when the student teacher can gain a correct understanding of themselves and their profession, they can
interact between different theoretical and practical subjects and examine and reflect on their identity
through different discourses, because multifaceted looking at their identity and resolving ambiguities can
be acceptable, comfortable, and even necessary for their professional identity. As stated, Kermi et al.
(2017) pointed to narrative writing in better understanding students, which strengthened and confirmed

the discovery of students' meanings and identities (Almazroa, 2020). These concerns and some problems
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in the practicum course can arise from the conflict between identity discourses. Therefore, this article
tried to address borderland discourse as a solution in the challenges of student teachers from self-
knowledge in the work environment. In fact, borderland discourse can be used as a solution in the gap
between identity tensions. Because it clearly identifies the role of personal identity, beliefs,
characteristics, and challenges related to the mismatch between personal identity and professional
identity, and so to speak, deals with mental self-sculpting in practice, both from mental perceptions and
the reality ahead. But a necessary point was the lack of clarity of the components of this concept, which in
the research conducted with borderland discourse has only relied on the implementation method
(Nagraheni, 2019; Kang, 2019; Van Rijswijk, 2013). Therefore, an attempt was made to identify the main
components of borderland discourse through textual analysis. What is understood from the main
components of borderland discourse is that attention is paid to enriching the theoretical knowledge of
borderland discourse, but more important than that is the application of this theory in practice and the

practicum course.

The practicum course is considered not as a course alongside other courses, but as the focal point of
curricula and a basis for evaluating the professional competencies acquired by students. In such a view,
the practicum curriculum should be able to prepare students to face unique situations, situations that
require self-knowledge in the school and university environment. In such a way that as a thoughtful
teacher and not a mere executor, they continuously reflect on their situation and examine different and
possible decisions with regard to the dimensions of the issue before them, choose the best option, and
finally evaluate the positive and negative effects of the decision (Khoroshi, 2020). These conditions mean
complete self-knowledge, abilities, and characteristics that can help our identity cognition. But to put it
more clearly, during the practicum period, teacher identity can be complex because it includes different
lived experiences such as teacher identity growth, the emotional impact of presence in school and class,
encountering unfamiliarity and various ambiguities, and struggling to stabilize emotional and cognitive
aspects (Beauchamp, 2015). This is where we can organize these complex conditions with the
implementation strategies of borderland discourse and introduce a solid direction in expressing these
disorders and conflicts. Surya (2003) also states that two internal and external factors affect teacher
identity; the internal factor includes physical and psychological factors and motivation. External factors
are social, cultural, physical, and spiritual environment. The tension between these factors also causes
them to feel confused because they have to come to terms with this contradictory situation. Also, the

research of Pelen (2013) reports that personal and professional identity sometimes strongly affect each
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other and cause internal struggles and serious tensions. And as Yousefzadeh and Kazempour (2017)
stated in their research, autobiography causes self-regulation and self-definition, which we suggest self-
regulation be done with the help of borderland discourse strategies. Therefore, strategies such as dialogue
and self-dialogue theory help to balance identity and resolve disorders. For example, when using the
dialogue method, these questions can be answered with reflection: Which of my limitations makes me not
an ideal teacher? Why can't I change some of my personal characteristics? What harm does this non-
change bring to me? During the practicum, which teacher did | like? Why? Which teacher's ethics and
behavior did | not like? Why? What effect did colleagues and friends have on me in the work
environment? How much has my current identity changed with borderland discourse? Why? Which of my
characteristics did not change with the help of reflection in dialogue with friends and colleagues? What is

the reason? Do | believe that my identity is dynamic or not? And so on.

Since from the perspective of researchers, the practicum period is a stage in which pre-service teachers
are required to implement and practice theories in schools under the supervision of more experienced
teachers and mentors (Abu Ajaj & Abu Saad, 2020). During learning content knowledge and specialized
knowledge, they need to cultivate their personal identity, which by dialogue with experienced teachers,
professors, classmates, and challenging the initial identity, tries to distance themselves from initial naivety
to provide the opportunity to be present in the live teaching situation and gain experience and be able to

test their dynamic identity in the experiences gained.

In this process, educators and professors and their views and the activities considered for students play a
central role in better understanding the student teacher. Therefore, it is necessary to be able to identify
what is highlighted through reflection from the personal and professional self of student teachers by the
theory of borderland discourse and use it in the form of learning activities. An activity that has the

challenge and creation of conflicts of the student teacher in the practicum environment.

Conflict can be a catalyst for self-study (Nanis, 2007). Catalyst means that conflicts can be an experience
to achieve better achievements, and perhaps the moments when the new teacher or student teacher is
involved in borderland discourse also express negative aspects, for example, people leave their jobs, but

they may also have positive aspects, such as a new motivation to change their identity.

e Student teachers from the beginning of choosing and entering this profession, with the help of
challenging questions of borderland discourse, try to recognize their beliefs, interests,

characteristics, and convictions. - With the help of borderland discourse, identify the types of
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discourses related to personal identity and help develop their teacher identity by harmonizing
them and recognizing challenges from the perspective of this discourse. - In the form of teaching-
learning activities of various courses, including practicum and report writing, the student teacher
tries to thoughtfully establish compatibility and interaction between their identity, depending on
the mental or reality perspective in their profession, and if for some reason this does not happen,
seek a critical review of it. - With the help of self-knowledge, pay attention to the gap between
mentality and reality and what currently exists in a meta-reflective way and critically deal with
the prominent characteristics of themselves that they have encountered. - The important treasure
of recognizing conflicts in personal and professional identity can identify many problems of

student teachers and new teachers and be used as a guide for future teachers.
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! Internal Persuasive Borderland Discourse

2 for authorisation

3 embodiment of the nature of teaching

4 markers of good teaching

5 (1) personal discourse; (2) intentional discourse; (3) developmental discourse; and (4) non-fit discourse.
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